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Tae PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 o’clock p.m.

PrRAYERS.

PAPERS.

Tar PresipeNt informed members
that copies of the Annual Estimates of
Receipts and Expenditure for the year
1905-6 had been received, and were now
available to members of this Chamber.

BILL—BANKING COMPANIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Corowiar Secre-
TARY, and read u first time.

RETURN—HOMESTEAD FARMS, Erc.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE (South-East)
moved—

That a return be laid on the table of the
House, showing—1, The acreage of land given
away as homestead farms since the Acts per-
mitting same came into force. 2, The esti-
mated cost to the State of surveying same.
3, Amount due to the Staie by holders of
agricultural lands under the conditional
clanses of the present and previous Land Acts.
4, Amcunt due to the State by conditional
purchase holders of town and suburban lands.

As this return would involve a certain
amount of clerical work, he would explain
why he wished for the information. r,
As to acreage of land given away as
homestead farms, it was about time that
Parliament reconsidered this question, in
regard to the area and the revenue
received for surveys. Without wishing
to stop the giving away of homestead
farms, the question should be recon-
sidered. z, Ag to the estimated cost of
surveying same, this information would
be useful to members, particularly when
the Land Bill came before them for con-
sideration in a few days. 3, As to the
amount due to the State by holders of
conditional purchases, this information
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Bille,

should be made public. There had been
a tendency to say that so much Jand
had been alienated or was in procees
of alienation under present and pre-
vious Acts; but no one bad stated defi-
nitaly that so many acres were actually
alienated, and no one had shown that a
sum of one and a-half to two millions
was due to the State from the holders of
these conditional purchase lands — a
magnificent asset that should not be
lost sight of. 4, As to the umount due to
the State by conditional holders of town
and suburban lands, the same remarks
would apply. He hoped members wounld
agree that the infornation sought was
reasonable, and he hoped the information
wonld not be long in preparation.

Tug COLONTAL SECRETARY had
no objection to the motion.

Question put and passed.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
(1) Fisheries Act Amendment, (2)
TLife Assurance Companies Act Amend-
ment, read a third time and transmitted
to the Legislative Assembly.

BILL—-MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS ACT
AMENDMENT.

RECOMMITTAL.

On motion by the Coronrar’ Secre-
rarY, Bill recommitted for amendments.

Clause 3-—-Fish hawkers’ licenses for
several districts :

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that the followidg paragraph be
added :—

In every prosecution for the breach of any

such by-law, an averment in the complaint
that the sale of fish was wholesale shall be
deemed to be proved in the absence of proof
to the contrary.
This amendment would throw ou the
offender the burden of proving that the
sale of fish was not wholesale, and would
remove ambiguity in regard to any
decision as to the sale of fish being
wholesale or otherwise.

Question passed, the paragraph added.

New Clanse—Power to sell land for
arrears of rates :

Hox. R. F. SHOLL moved that the
following be added as & clause :—

Section 358 of the principal Act is amended
by striking out the words “ eighteen months,”
in the third line of the eaid seetion, and
inperting the words “three years” in lien
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thereof, and by striking out the words “or of
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a newspaper,” in line seven of the said section, |
and inserting the words “and in a newspaper ™

in leu thereof.

three years would be a reasonable time
after which lacd for which arrears of
rates had accumulated might be sold or
advertised in tbe Government Gazette.
He had pno sympathy with ratepayers
who failed to pay their rates when due;
but the object of the amendment was Lo
prevent hardship in the case of accidental
omission to pay rates owing on the Jand,
through the owuer not vesiding in the
State or not being aware of the amount
of rates actually due. He was not
wedded to the period of three years for
this purpose, but desired a reasonably
long timze.

How. C. E. DEMPSTER: Mauy in-
stances had occurred to his knowledge
in which owners of land had been in
danger of losing their land through the
noppayment of rates, even when the
amount accumulated was a mere tritle.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY had
no objection to the amendment, so long
as the member moving did so with the
knowledge that the question of adequate
notice was already dealt with in Clause 9
of the Bill, and that clause would mini-
misge to a great extent the objection which
had been urged. If the hon. member
gtill thought that three years should be
the term, after all the conditions pro-
vided for in the clause previously added
to the Bill had been fulfilled, and that it
would pot act to the detriment of munici-
palities that would be kept out of the
rates for such a long time, he (the
Colonial Secretary) was satisfied to accept
the amendment.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: We
should also look at this matter from the
standpoint of the municipalities. Tt
would keep them out of their rates for
three years, and probably four years by
the time all the conditions were carried
out; and po provision was made for
interest. The hon. member should re-
duce the period to two years.

How. R. F. SHOLL: Municipalities
bad the remedy of suing for the non-
payment of rates in the meantime. The
landowner might be worth suing. How-
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ever, there was no great objection to
limiting the period to two years.
Clause amended by consent to ‘' two

] , . years."”
The period of 18 months provided in the .

clauge was too short, and he thought ' advertising, it should be made com.

Hox. R. F. SHOLL: With regard to

pulsory that all advertisements of sales
of lands sold for non-payment of rates
should be inserted in a newspaper ¢ir-
culating in the municipality. People
would be more likely to see such adver-
tisements.

Hon. F. M. S8TONE: This meant
added expense where there might only be
a few shillings due for rates. It must
also be horne in mind that the agent for
the absentee would receive rate notices.

Hon. R. F. SBHOLL: An advertise-
ment in a newspaper would probably
bring a better price for the lund,

Clause as amended passed, and added
to the Bill.

New Clause—Notice of sale:

Hon. J. M. DREW moved that the
following be added as a clause :—

Section 338 of the principal Act is amended

by striking out the word “two™ in line 14,
and ingerfing in lieu the word “ three.”
The owner mizht be ubsent from the
State; so the fullesi notice of sale should
be given.  The clause provided for the
period being threec months instead of
two months.

Horx, W. T. LOTON: There was no
need to give more than two months’
notice, because municipalities sent out
rate notices every wsix months, We
should not prolong the period, and so
hold out a premium te people not to pay
rautes. It seemed that the House wus
acting on behalf of absentee owners.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
amendment was more reasonahble than
that moved by Mr. Sholl, but be objected
to the procedure adopted. The Bill had
been recommitted for the purpose of
making certain amendments on the
Notice Paper. He appealed to the fair-
ness of hon, members that when they
wished to make amendments on recont-
mittal they sbould put them on the
Notice Paper. Mr. Drew wasnot a great
offender in this respect, but other mem-
bers had notified that they desired to
make amendweats, and in order that one
might consuli the legal advisers of the
Government, members should give due
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notice of any amendments they desired
to move.

Hox. J. M. DREW agreed with the
Minister, but he had not given notice of
this amendment because he could not dis-
cover yesterday a copy of the Municipal
Act.  He had informed the Colonial
Secretary of his intention to move the
amendment, and tlre Minister had not
objected. It was far more essential that
this amendment should be carried than
the amendment just adopted. A muni-
cipal council was under no obligation to
communicate directly with the owner
until it was decided to sell the land, but
a new clause in this Bill now cast the
obligation on municipalities to com-
municate with the owners by registered
letters. Tbe owners might be absent
from the State, and there might be no
possibility of receiving payment within
the short period of two months. We
should extend the period to three mouths,

How. C. E. DEMPSTER supported
the proposal to give farther protection
to owners 5o a8 to prevent their losing
their land for a few shillings due for
rates, and because circumstances might
render it impossible for the owners to pay
the rates in time.

Question passed, clause added to the
Bill,

New Clause—Power to vote tnunicipal
funds for museums, ete. :

How. C. BOMMERS moved that the
following be added as a clause:—

The council shall bave power to vote out of

the ordinary income of the municipality to
museume or miners’ institutes established
within such municipality such sum or sums of
money as it may deem fit,
The reason for moving was that grants in
aid of these purposes were made out of
the three per cents. if made at all, and no
matter how desirable it might be to aid
such institutions more liberally, the
councils had no power to vote money for
this purpose out of ordinary revenue.
This was especially hard on outlying
districts, where such institutions were
much appreciated. -

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY had
no favlt to find with the amendment,
except that it was sprung on the Com-
mittee without notice. On its merits he
was inclined to welcome the amendment,
because once this power was given to
muuicipal councils, the liability of tbe
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Government to contribute to mechanies’
or miners’ institutes would become un-
necessary,

Tre CHAIRMAN : There was o ques-
tion whether. the Tegislative Counecil
was competent to deal with a proposal
for voting money out of the ordinmary
income of municipalities in aid of mecha-
nigs’ or miners’ institutes.

Severar Mempers : The money would
come out of municipal rates.

How. W. PATRICK: If it was the
intention of the Government to introduce
a consolidating Municipal Bill nextsession,
there should be no veed to load the
present short Bill with so many amend-
ments.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
was the intention of the Government to
introduce such a measure, and he agreed
that this Bill was becoming rather over-
loaded with amendments, and every
amendment added in this way inereased
the risk of the Bill failing to pass at the
end of the session. He had no fault to
find with the amendments made so far.

Hox. C. SBOMMERS agreed that
notice of amendrnent should be given
when practicable, but in this case the
advice from the Eastern Goldfields which
induced him to move this amendment
reached Perth only to-day, and there was
not time to give notice of bis intention.

How. R. F. SHOLL was inclined to
disagree with the amendment. Tt would
be better for muuicipal councils, par-
ticularly that of Perth, to spend their
rateg in improving the streets rather than
spend it on objects of this kind.

How. J. M. DREW: This appeared
to be 8, small amendment, but it would
have a drastic effect on the Municipal Act.
More time was needed to consider it.

How, F. M. STONE cited a munici-
pality not far from Perth in which a
library was started, of which only a few
ratepayers in the municipality were able
to take advantage. And next thecouncil
wanted to purchase a billiard table. The
ratepayers would not pget the benefit of
guch expenditure as was proposed in this
amendment, but the .benefit would go
only to a few, while the legitimate pur-
poses for which rates were contributed
would be provided for inadequately. As
there was to be a consolidating measure
next year, this amendment should be
postponed.
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How. E. M. CLARKE : The tendency
in a municipal body was for some mem-
bers to run or one string and some on
another, and municipal councillors were
too much inclined to listen to the man in
the street. Money was spent regardless
of 1he convenience of the ratepayers, for
such purposes us providing comforts and
conveniences for visitors who never paid
rates.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result :—

Avyes - e e 7

Noes 14

Majority against e 7
AtEs, NoEs.

Hon. T. F. Q. Brimnge
Hon. J. D. Connollllj;rlg

Hon. E, M Clarke
Hon. J. AL, Drew

Houn. J. W. Hockett Hou. V, Humersle
Hon. W. Kingsmill Houn, J. W, Langsford
Hon, B. Lonrie Hon. W. T. Loton
Hon. C. Sommers Hon, W, Maley
Hou. R, D, McEenzie Bon. W, Oats
(Teller),| MHon. W, Patrick
Hon. G. Rondell

Hon. Sir George Shenton
Hon. R. F. Sholl

Hon. F. M. Stone

Hon. Sir E. Wittenoom

+ Hon. C. E. Dempster
| (Telier).

Question thus negatived.

New Clanse:

Howx. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE moved that
Section 75 of the principal Act be
amended—

By striking out the word *third” and

ingerting ‘““fourth” in lieu,
This amendment would make the annual
elections ounly one week later, and thus
give more time for preparing the state.
ment of accounts and the auditors’
report.

Tee COLONTAL SECRETARY : Be-
fore accepting this amendment, it was
desirable to have information as to
whether municipal bodies in the State
wished for this change.

Hon. C. BOMMERS: Several cases
were known to members in which the
councils had not the balance-sheets
ready on the third Wedpesday in the
month ; so that by puiting the datea
week later, they would be more likely to
have them completed. The same difli-
culty was. experienced on the Bastern
Goldfields. v
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How. G. RANDELL deprecated such

an important change without notice.
Members could hardly fellow the new
clause as read. That difficulties had
arisen bhe would admit; but better let the
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law remnain unaltered till a consolidating
Bill was brought in. No bharm could
result from waiting ; for such Bill would
probably be passed before the next annual
munieipal elections.

Hoxn. J. W. LANGSFORD : The need
for a change was emphasised at the last
municipal elections, when the third
Wednesday in the month fell on the 15th
—an event which, he believed, happened
only once in 50 years,

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE would not
press for a division, us the Minister
stated that the consolidating Bill would

| be brought in early next year, possibly in

time for the next elections. He withdrew
the amendment. .

Amendment by leave withdrawa.

Bill reported with farther amendments,

and the report adopted.

BILL—ROADS AND STREETS CLOSURE,
IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1—Closure of certain roads and
streets:

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
deference to the widely-expressed wish of
the Chamber that the public should be
given some compeusation for the closure
of William Street where it intersected the
railway, he moved that the following be
added as a proviso :—

Provided that the roadway and footpatha of
the bridge crossing the Government railway
at Willinm Street, Perth, are hereby dedicated
to the public uee, and it shall be unlawful for
any building to be erected thereon or any part
thereof. .

Hox. W.T. LOTON : The amendment
so far as it went, was satisfactory; but
he was not sure that it went far enough.
We were giving away a portion of a main
street In Perth, in exchange for a tem.-
porary structure as a roadway. If that
structure were dedicated to the public,
who was to keep it in repair? Mightnot
the Perth Council be expected to do so?
To make the matter clear, he would pro-
pose that the following be added :—

Provided farther that the aforesaid bridge,

roadway, and footpaths shall be maintained
and kept in repair by the Commissioner of
Railways.
This was but proper, as William Street
was closed in the interests of the State
gencrally, and pot in the interests of
Perth.
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Howx. J. 1. CONNOLLY: Another !
phase of the question was that we were |
closing that part of William Street |
mentioned in the schedule; and as it |
was a fair assumption that in fen years !
we might have an overhead railway, this |

. bridge would then be removed, and if |
William Street should remain closed there
would be no right-of-way acvoss the
railway.  Better strike out from the
schedule the reference to William Sireet,
seeing that it was closed now and was
likely to remain closed, and then insert
this proviso giving the public a right-of-
way over the bridge; so that in the event
of an overhead railway, the removal of
the bridge would still leave William |
Street free to the public.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: Mr.
Loton’s amendment had its merits, but, it
was questionable whether it would be
proper in this Bill; and unfortunately,
the amendment was special and not
general in its application. Probably it
should be inserted in the Railways Act,
so as to fix definitely who was to keep
overhead Lridges in repair. The question
had been long debated by the Public

- Works Department, the Railway Depart-
ment, and the municapalities. Personally
he was inclined to agree that the Railway
Department should maintain overhead
bridges, which were erected so that a
railway might cross roads and streets.
If the public approved of that pro-
posal, a general clause, throwing the
onus upon the railways, should be
inserted in the Railways Act. He
was not inclined to cavil at the amend-
ment, but thought it was somewhut out
of place and did not appear to be of
general application. As to the contention
of Mr. Connolly, that could not be long
entertained. If that portion of William
Street were left open, members of the
public would casually stroll through and
might be eut to pieces. It did not
reqnire an Act of Parliament to dedicate
any portion of a railway or Government
property to the use of the public. That
was done by proclamation. The reference
which had been made by Mr. Loton to
the William Street bridge being a tem.
porary structure was not quite correct.
The bridge had not the appearance of
being temporary, and il certainly did not

cost what he (the Colonial Secretary)
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called a temporary price. As the Bill

Metropolitan Water.

had been received from another place and
there would be plenty of time to deal with
it, he would like to consider the amend-
ment with the advice of the Crown
Solicitor. He moved thal progress be
reported. .

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again,

BILL—METROPOLITAN WATERWORKS
ACT AMENDMENT.

IN COMMITTEE,

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Power to enter into agree-
ments for reticulation of estates :

How. J, W. LANGSFORD: The rule
in the past had been that the Waterworks
Bourd laid the pipes up to the boundary
of private property. There was uo
question as to the size of the block of
land.” The clavse seemed to interfere
with private enterprise for the board
could lay pipes right on to the property
and reticulate any vacant blocks of land
in Perth.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
object of the clause was to enable owners
of land and estates to approach the
board or Minister with a view of having
the estate reticulated with water pipes;
to enable them te put up so much money
for the purpose and to arrange terms for
the repayment of that money. But in no
case would the pipes which had been laid
down become the property of the owners
of the estate. There was sufficient safe-
gnard in the proviso to the clause. It
had been stated that the people on the
Mt. Lawley Estate paid for their water
by meter and were not rated. That state-
ment was inaccurate. This wus stated on
the authority of the officials of the Public
Works Department.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 4 to 7-—agreed to,

Schedule, Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at nineteen
zpinutes to 6 o’clock, until themext day.



